There are reviews of, amongst other things, virus-specific antigens in virus-induced tumours, tumour-distinctive histocompatibility antigens, primate tissue and leucocyte antigens and crossreactions between bacterial antigens and various mammalian tissue antigens, so important in rheumatic fever and glomerulonephritis. Altogether, this is a book for research workers but it is to be hoped that every library which can possibly afford it will buy it, in the hope that it will fall into the hands of a great many investigators: it cannot fail to stimulate them and there is every hope that it will help to raise the quality of research on cancer immunology from the abysmal level to which it has sunk at the moment. This book is a welcome sign of a revival. There are twenty-one papers by a series of authors, many of whom are world famous. The papers vary in their approach to individual subjects. Some represent an extensive review of material with only a limited amount of new work; this applies particularly to many of the papers of the American authors. In other chapters the work is to a considerable extent new, and this frequently applies to the writings of Japanese authors.
To those who wish to master the deeper intricacies of steroid dynamics the review chapters are of immense value. Extensive basic knowledge is necessary before several of the chapters can be understood. This is certainly true of the elaborate presentation by Tait & Horton on the production rates, secretion rates and interconversions of androstenedione and testosterone. This mathematical analysis serves to demonstrate the complexity of the androgen metabolism in males and females. It is reinforced by the largely review papers of Lipsett and his colleagues and that of Lieberman and Gurpide. However, one wonders to what extent the paper of Tait & Horton represents a final word, when one of their assumptions is directly contradicted by Ibayashi and his colleagues in their demonstration that an extensive synthesis of testosterone by the canine testis goes via dehydroepiandrosterone and A5 androstene, 3, 17 diol, thus by-passing 17-hydroxyprogesterone.
Protein binding of steroids is excellently reviewed and brought up to date in the papers of Sandberg et al. and Seal & Doe. It is also inevitably brought into the brief analysis of cortisol distribution by Samuels. The binding of cestrogens to proteins in follicular fluid by Takikwa is an example of the newer work in this volume and, in a way, serves as a link with the studies of receptor sites in target organs which take up cestrogens and facilitate tissue responses. This is clearly reported by Jensen et al.
Several chapters deal with the problems of the relation of the brain to steroid hormone metabolism but only a portion of this vast field can be covered and much research remains to be done.
In contrast to the work in the previous decades, a surprisingly small part of the book deals with urinary steroids. One paper which does is that on aldosterone by Luetscher et al., who have used computer techniques to analyse data on distribution and clearance. Even this is very much in tune with modern approaches in investigating the dynamics of steroid metabolism.
This book covers the vast range of steroid work related to adrenals and gonads. The amount of information in it is extremely great. Its value is enhanced not only by the authorities who present the work but also by the reports of the discussions which followed each presentation. It will be invaluable to the specialist but some chapters could be useful to the new explorer in the complex realm of steroid dynamics.
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Ulcers of the Leg
Cause and Treatment by Charles V Menendez MD ppxiv+73 illustrated $5 50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1967 This poorly bound book contains 46 pages of text and 11 pages of figures. The first section is a brief review of the accepted causes of leg ulcers and stresses the importance of cedema and trauma. The author states that cedema and trauma are the common cause in hot climates, whereas in cold climates most leg ulcers are due to incompetent perforating veins secondary to deep vein thrombosis. It was most reassuring to read that routine phlebograms are of little value, being impractical, frequently uninformative and occasionally harmful.
The centre section is a colour atlas of 13 pages in which the figures are poorly reproduced and hardly worth the cost. The figures are not in numerical order and are therefore rather confusing. The final 29 pages describe the treatment of leg ulcers and are an account of the author's method as used in New Orleans in the successful treatment of 584 ulcers. The Etiology of the 652 original ulcers was: 416 due to oedema-trauma, 205 due to incompetent perforating veins, and 31
